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Caution
Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this
supplement. However, it contains selected information
and thus is not definitive and does not include all known
information on the subject in hand. The author and Imray
Laurie Norie & Wilson Ltd believe this supplement to be a
useful aid to prudent navigation, but the safety of a vessel
depends ultimately on the judgement of the navigator,
who should assess all information, published or
unpublished, available to him/her.
With the increasing precision of modern position fixing
methods, allowance must be made for inaccuracies in
latitude and longitude on many charts, inevitably
perpetuated on some harbour plans. Modern surveys
specify which datum is used together with correction
figures if required, but older editions should be used with
caution, particularly in restricted visibility.
This supplement contains amendments and corrections
sent in by a number of cruising yachtsmen and women, in
addition to those culled from official sources such as
Notices to Mariners.

Note where lights have been modified in this text do please
remember to alter them on the appropriate plan.

The harbour area is crossed by both the upstream Severn
Bridge (M48) and the downstream Second Severn Crossing
(M4).
Skippers planning to cruise these waters should consult
the Gloucester Harbour Trustees comprehensive website:
www.gloucesterharbourtrustees.org.uk
Page 82 Plan

Add the red beacon known as ‘Lady Bench’ Q.R6m6M.
This is an important mark, as when aligned with a daymark
on the Second Severn Crossing the relevant track may be
maintained.
Second paragraph
The ‘new Severn bridge’ is properly known as the ‘Second
Severn Crossing’, as shown on the plan.
Third paragraph
Old Man’s Head W cardinal is a beacon, not a buoy.
Add ‘red beacon’ which is known as ‘Lady Bench’ and is
missing from the plan.

Author’s Caution
It must be emphasised that none of the charts, plans or
sketch plans shown in this guide should be used for
navigation, nor should they be in any way considered as
substitutes for the official charts and other nautical
reference materials which every vessel is obliged by
international law to have on board.
This supplement is cumulative and replaces previous
supplements. The latest information is displayed in blue.
Page 81 Plan

Add the red beacon known as ‘Lady Bench’ Q.R6m6M.
This is an important mark; when aligned with a daymark
on the Second Severn Crossing the relevant track may be
maintained.
Second paragraph
Sharpness is effectively run as a ‘request port’ and 24 hours
notice is required for all craft wishing to pass through
Sharpness tidal basin and lock.
Skippers should check the local Notices to Mariners for
details of port entry signals and any lock closures, etc.
The port of Sharpness and the Gloucester and Sharpness
Canal beyond is reached through Gloucester Harbour,
which covers a large area of the Severn Estuary and
includes the tidal reaches of the rivers Severn and Wye. This
zone extends from seawards of the Second Severn Crossing
up to the Severn weirs at Llanthony and Maisemore near
Gloucester, and up to Bigsweir Bridge on the River Wye.

Page 83 First paragraph

The blue flashing light is unlikely to be visible during
daylight.
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Second paragraph
Inward Rocks leading lights are white, not blue.
Counts N cardinal is now a beacon, not a light float.
Sheperdine leading lights are white, not blue.
Page 84

Counts is a beacon.
Hills Flats green buoy is now a green beacon.
Page 86 Final paragraph

There is no longer a Visitor Centre for the Second Severn
Crossing.
Page 87 Port Control

The port of Sharpness and its tidal basin and lock are run
by the Canal and River Trust (ex British Waterways). All
passage enquiries, including bookings for lock and bridges,
should be made to the Pierhead Office )01453 511968,
leaving a message when prompted.
Sharpness Port is unmanned when high water is between
2100 and 0900, unless vessel passage is booked in advance.
When high water is between 0900 and 2100 (local time) the
Pierhead Office may be manned for four hours before HW
to one hour after. Sharpness Radio maintains watch on
VHF Ch 13 when manned.
Gloucester Harbour Trustees is the statutory harbour
authority for the area through which vessels
arriving/departing Sharpness will pass, and are happy to be
contacted for any enquiries, )01453 811913,
www.gloucesterharbourtrustees.org.uk
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